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thing as a "general ability" which makes for efficiency in every 
job, and which can be measured by any one fixed test; not even 
general intelligence is to be thought of as requisite or desirable for 
every task. While most jobs in the present stage of civilization 
permit of a very rough classification on the basis of general in- 
telligence, it is far more frequent that we need to measure a rather 
special and specific ability. In the great majority of cases, these 
specific abilities can not as yet be tested singly; our only recourse 
is to tap them with a number of likely tests, and by actual experi- 
ment fashion combinations which give the best empirical results. 
"Rather than present to the public a certain fixed and invariable 
group of eight or ten tests which are to be used wherever a measure 
of general intelligence is to be employed, . . . the present authors 
have chosen to present a wide variety of tests from which each 
reader may select those for his use which actually give the best 
results." 

Thirty different tests are presented with complete and detailed 
directions for giving, for scoring, for interpreting which any reader 
may understand clearly. The hints given as to the best method for 
finding what tests and combinations of tests are best suited to the 
reader's purposes would have been greatly enriched by an adequate 
exposition of the method of partial correlations, which Professor 
Thorndike recommends for such purposes in the Introduction to 
Dr. Link's recent book, Employment Psychology. The importance 
of the regression equation for fashioning batteries of tests for the 
measurement of specific abilities can hardly be overestimated. 

The book is closed with an excellent chapter on "Trade Tests or 
Tests of Skill," which completes its discussion of the industrial 
aspect of mental measurements. Appendices are added, the most 
important and valuable of which is undoubtedly the popular ex- 
position of the "coefficient of coordination." 

The book will have great value for industrial personnel man- 
agers, not only because of its sound authoritativeness, but also be- 
cause of its readability. Nothing could furnish a 'better introduc- 
tion to the general theory and detailed practise of mental measure- 
ment, especially to those interested in the application to industrial 
situations. 

Ben D. Wood. 

Columbia University. 
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10) : H. Wildon Cabb. - Bergson, in Mind Energy, has advanced a 
new concept that "... life is identical with reality and that conscious- 



642 THE JOURNAL OF PHILOSOPHY 

ness is identical with life. Now the great problem of the past has 
been to define the nature of consciousness, explain its genesis, and 
determine its relation to the external reality which conditions it. If 
we accept the new concept, the problem of the future is to explain 
the nature and genesis of unconsciousness." The Relation between 
Induction and Probability (Part II.) (pp. 11-45) : C. D. Broad. - 
Reaches the tentative conclusion that ' ' all particular inductive argu- 
ments depend on probability and only lead to probable conclusions, 
whatever we may assume about nature. But unless we assume some- 
thing about nature they give no finite probability to any law. . . . 
What we actually assume is that nature consists of a comparatively 
few kinds of permanent substances, that their changes are all sub- 
ject to laws, and that the variety of nature is due to varying com- 
binations of the few elementary substances." On the Nature of 
Memory (pp. 46-61): Dorothy "Wrinch.-". . . a memory act 
... is an image act and involves a feeling of familiarity ... all 
memory acts involving beliefs involve at least one primitive be- 
lief. ..." Discussions. The Categories of Biological Science: F. 
H. A. Marshall. Idealism and the External World: G. Galloway. 
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and Wrong: A. E. T. H. T. W. Hetherington and J. H. Muirhead, 
Social Purpose: C. C. J. W. Rev. T. J. Walshe, The Principles of 
Christian Apologetics: A. E. T. Theodore Flournoy, Metaphysique 
et Psychologic: F. C. S. Schiller. Philosophical Periodicals. Note. 
What Does Bergson Mean by Pure Perception? H. Wildon Carr. 

PSYCHOLOGICAL BULLETIN. October, 1919. Mathematical 
vs. Scientific Significance (pp. 335-338) : E. G. Boring. -It appears 
that the apparent inconsistency between scientific intuition and 
mathematical result is not due to the unreliability of professional 
opinion, but to the fact that scientific generalization is a broader 
question than mathematical description. In scientific work we deal 
with samples, whereas we are always interested in the larger groups 
of which the samples are intended to measure the difference between 
the particular samples observed. "Whenever we can assume that 
these samples "truly" represent the total group, then the mathe- 
matical method also indicates the probability of a difference be- 
tween the groups represented. An Observation of the Purkinje Phe- 
nomenon in Sub-Tropical Moonlight (pp. 338-339) : Stephen G. 
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Eich. -The observation was made at Bast London, South Africa, 
July 12, 1919. General Reviews and Summaries : Learning (pp. 339- 
344) : Josephine Gleason. - Thirteen researches are reviewed. 
Memory and Thought (pp. 344-348) : W. C. Ruediger. - Twelve re- 
searches including several French references are reviewed. Special 
Reviews: Perrett's Phonetic Theory, Pikler's Konsonanz and Dis- 
sonanz: R. M. Ogden. Seashore's Musical Talent: H. G. Bishop. 
Aall's Filosofien, Hug-Hellmuth 's Mental Life of the Child: M. L. 
Reymert. Richardson's Anger: H. N. Gardiner. Abramowski's 
Subconscient normale, Geley's Inconscient: A. P. Weiss. Coover's 
Psychical Research: R. M. Ogden. Delgado's Psico analysis: D. W. 
Fayl. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 

The editors gladly print the following note from Professor 
Creighton, who for so many years has been editor of the Philosophical 
Review. As he points out with documentary evidence, the Journal 
was not started as a rival to the Review. The editors heartily con- 
firm his statement that in the conduct of the two periodicals there has 
never existed any rivalry. On the contrary, there has existed the 
friendliest cooperation. Although the editors are not responsible for 



